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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CASC, UG, GW 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO AMIN 

REF: STATE 43634 

1 . AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN BELIEVES THAT PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE TRANSMITTED REFTEL WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
AS PRESENTLY WRITTEN. HIS RECOMMENDATIONS FOLLOW: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

"WITH ALL DUE RESPECT THIS EMBASSY WISHES TO 
EXPRESS RESERVATIONS ON MESSAGE THIS EMBASSY 
WAS REQUESTED TO DELIVER TO PRESIDENT AMIN. 

IT IS STRONGLY FELT THAT SUGGESTED MESSAGE 
WILL NOT SERVE ITS PURPOSE. BUT PROVE COUNTER- 
PRODUCTIVE AND WILL BE REJECTED BY AMIN: 

1. FORM OF TELEGRAM SHOULD BE IN CONFORMITY 
WITH OTHER MESSAGES TO AMIN. THE ADDRESS SHOULD 
READ: 

(A) AL-HAJJI FIELD MARSHAL DR. IDI AMIN 
SECRET 
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DADA, VC. DSO, MC, LIFE PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA. 

(B) AMIN SHOULD BE ADDRESSED WITH "YOUR 
EXCELLENCY". 

(C) MESSAGE SHOULD END WITH "ACCEPT YOUR 
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EXCELLENCY THE ASSURANCES OF MY 
HIGHEST ESTEEM'. 

2. AS TO CONTENTS OF MESSAGE IT IS FELT 
THAT MESSAGE MIGHT BE REGARDED AS TOO SHORT 
AND UNFRIENDLY. IT IS SUGGESTED TO AT LEAST 
TO REFER TO SOME OF THE DETAILS OF YESTERDAY'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPOKESMAN OF PRESIDENT'S 
OFFICE AS TRANSMITTED BY THIS EMBASSY IN TELE- 
GRAM NO. 79 OF 26 FEBRUARY. 1977, REFERENCE 

NO. 209.53, (BONN TELEGRAM REPORTING 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ANNOUNCEMENT) IN WHICH 

AMIN ASSURES AMERICANS OF THEIR SECURITY, 

WISHES TO THANK THEM FOR THEIR GOOD SERVICES 
TO UGANDA ETC. ALTOGETHER THE MESSAGE 
SHOULD CONSIST OF MORE THAN ONLY TWO SENTENCES. 

3. FURTHERMORE, THE OFFER TO PROVIDE 

A COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TO FLY AMERICANS OUT, 
SHOULD NOT BE SO OBVIOUSLY ONLY PURPOSE OF 
MESSAGE. AMIN IS PROUD OF OWNING TWO 
AMERICAN PLANES, ONE C-130 AND ONE BOEING 707, 
BOTH FLOWN BY AMERICAN CREWS,WHICH ALSO 
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COULD FLY AMERICANS OUT OF THE COUNTRY. IF 
OFFER TO PROVIDE COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT IS 
MENTIONED IN MESSAGE AT ALL, THIS SHOULD 
BE MADE INCIDENTALLY. 
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4. IT SHOULD BE MENTIONED THAT AMIN 
MIGHT BE SUSPICIOUS OF ANY FOREIGN PLANES 
TO FLY AMERICANS OUT, BECAUSE HE MIGHT 
FEAR A COVER-UP FOR ANOTHER INVASION AT 
ENTEBBE LIKE ISRAELI RAID LAST JULY. 

5. I AM CONVINCED THAT MESSAGE WITH 
PRESENT TEXT WILL BE REJECTED AND RIDICULED, 

AS HAPPENED WITH KISSINGER'S MESSAGE LAST 
YEAR BY AMIN IMMEDIATELY. IN CASE WORDING 
OF MESSAGE CANNOT BE CHANGED, THEN IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT NO MESSAGE IS DELIVERED 

AT ALL. 

6. MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED BY EMBASSY 
ON 27.02.1977, 00.20 LOCAL TIME.” 

ELLERKMANN” 

2. AFRICAN EXPERTS IN FONOFF HERE AGREE WITH SUBSTANCE 
OF ELLERKMANN’S RECOMMENDATIONS. THEY POINT OUT, 
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HOWEVER, THAT IF OUR MESSAGE IS REDRAFTED AND TAKES 
ON TOO FRIENDLY A TONE AMIN WILL PUBLISH IT. 

3. IF THE DEPARTMENT WISHES THE MESSAGE DELIVERED 

AS ORIGINALLY DRAFTED WE RECOMMEND A BRIEF INSTRUCTION 
TO ELLERKMANN THANKING HIM FOR HIS RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND ASKING HIM TO DELIVER THE MESSAGE AS 
RECEIVED ASAP. 

STOESSEL 
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